On The Verandah
presents

Drawn by Nature: Earth, Air, Water, Fire:
Kimberley Expressive Drawing Workshop with Jody Graham

A message from Jody:
A unique week-long art retreat in the heart of the Kimberley, where we’ll explore expressive drawing and
painting inspired by the elemental forces of earth, air, water, and fire.

As a site-responsive artist, my work is shaped by direct experience and the stories found in the land, this retreat
invites you to do the same. We’ll gather pigment, inspiration, and physical marks from the earth; draw with
charcoal created by fire; use breath, birdsong, and the sounds of the environment to guide our gestures; and
invite water — rain or dam, to leave its imprint on the page. You'll create your own tools, sketch outdoors at

dawn and dusk, and respond to birds, animal tracks, shifting skies, and the sensory depth of the landscape.

June 27 —July 3, 2026 - ITINERARY

Included meals: 6B 5L 6D

Day 1, SAT June 27 (Included meals: D)

Our friendly guides will pick you up from your Kununurra hotel or from the airport in the morning between
10.30 and 11am. We'll go for an early lunch, then head out to our base for the week, Digger's Rest. (You’ll have
an opportunity to purchase your drinks for the week before we leave town.)

Enjoy the drive through scenic marsh country, savannah dotted with boab trees with glimpses the King River.
At the station, meet the owners over a cup of tea and we’ll show you to your accommodation. Later, come on
down to set up your art table in preparation for a week of creating and join us around the fire for happy hour!
After a delicious dinner, we’ll sit around the crackling campfire under a sky full of magnificent stars!

Day 2, SUN June 28 (Included meals: B/L/D)

After breakfast around 7.30am, your tutor, Jody will guide you on this day packed with expressive drawing and
painting techniques using natural and mixed media. Begin your collection of found materials and fashion your
own drawing tools to enable you to create a highly personal body of work over the week. In the afternoon,
we’ll take you to one of our favourite sunset spots, serve nibbles and pour the complimentary icy cold bubbles.
As a glorious Kimberley sunset develops, you can sketch, paint or simply capture photos across the savannah
with the Cockburn Ranges reflecting crimson hues. After a hearty dinner, relax and gather around the fire.



Day 3, MON June 29 (Included meals: B/L/D)

After breakfast we visit the internationally significant RAMSAR wetlands known as Marlgu Billabong. Keep the
camera handy for abundant, world-class wildlife sightings. There might even be a crocodile lurking around, so
keep your eyes peeled! We’ll wind our way back to the station, taking inspiration from the birds, animal tracks,
light and sounds you’ve been experiencing, collecting reference material and novel tools for use back in the
bush studio. Jody will provide some drawing demos and exercises throughout the day as we travel around.

Day 4, TUES June 30 (Included meals: B/L/D)

Join us for an optional billy tea around the fire from 5.30am then kickstart your day with a refreshing pre-
breakfast walk with your On The Verandah guide — also optional! See the kettle boab, mother boab or salt arm
and get ready for an exciting and fulfilling day ahead! After a nourishing breakfast, work with Jody on the
station’s cool verandahs and enjoy fascinating demonstrations of her techniques working with natural pigments
like soil, ash, and water from the land. Later, we’ll take a short drive to admire the parade of colour on the
Erskine Range and long views up the river. Keep an eye out for Jabiru, Sea Eagle, and Brahminy kite!

Day 5, WED July 1 (included meals: B/L/D)

After and early breakfast, we’ll take a 20-minute drive to explore a waterlily billabong with a stunning,
complimentary rocky backdrop and walk along a nearby valley for more surprising vistas. Back at the station,
continue with your works and start some new ones too, exploring further, the four elements: earth, air, water,
fire and your response to them under Jody’s skilled guidance. Work and paint while the buzz of cattle station
life goes on around you! After dinner, bring your torch, get creative and have a giggle with some Light Painting
with Rachel.

Day 6, THURS July 2 (included meals: B/L/D)

Join us for an optional billy tea around the fire from 5.30am and an optional pre-breakfast drive to an area we
call the rapids to see if we can track down the local pelican “mega-fleet” and some bronze-pink boab trees.
Today you’ll have uninterrupted time to work on your art and later, with Jody’s help, set up a mini group
exhibition. Dress in your Kimberley finery for the “official opening,” bubbles and nibbles, to celebrate a week of
fun, new paintings and new friendships.

Day 7, FRI July 3 (Included meals: B)

Start your day with an early walk out on the flat, watching the colours come up on the Cockburn Ranges and
listening to the sights and sounds of the Kimberley waking up, or have an easy morning savouring the serenity
around your hut. We leave Digger’s Rest mid-morning to travel back to Kununurra and have lunch together.
We’ll have you back to the airport or your hotel before 2pm. If possible, book a flight that departs after 3pm.
Flights that leave slightly earlier may be accommodated — please check with us before booking an earlier flight.
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