
On The Verandah presents 
 

Kimberley Bird and Wildlife tour 
 

June 7 – 13, 2026 
 

 
 
ITINERARY* 
Included meals: 6B 5L 6D 
 
 
Day 1, SUN June 7. (Included meals: D) 

Our friendly guides will pick you up in Kununurra or from the airport in the morning between 10.30 and 11am. 
We’ll take you to a café for an early lunch# and drive to our base for the week, Digger's Rest. You’ll have an 
opportunity to purchase your drinks for the week before we leave town. 

We travel via vast expanses of ancient landscape, through marsh, ranges and open woodland dotted with boab 
trees. We follow the banks of the King River which has a tidal variation of 8 metres! At the station, meet the 
owners over a cup of tea and we’ll show you to your accommodation. Join happy hour around the crackling 
campfire for nibbles and complimentary bubbles! After a delicious dinner and dessert, we’ll map out the week! 

# Lunch is at guest’s expense. 

 
Day 2, MON June 8 (Included meals: B/L/D) 
 
You’ll discover an incredible array of species around your hut and around the station this morning so, enjoy the 
bird parade while a hot breakfast buffet is prepared. After breakfast, grab your binoculars, hiking stool if you 
have one, and camera we’ll walk to locations near the station.  
 
On this walk you might see:  
 
Agile Wallaby; White-winged Triller; Mistletoe bird, finches (likely ones here are double-barred, masked, 
crimson, zebra), kingfishers (likely ones here are blue-winged kookaburra, azure, red-backed), Pheasant Coucal; 
Rainbow bee-eater, White-gaped Honeyeater, Great Bowerbird, Torresian Crow; Red-winged Parrot, Rufous-



throated Honeyeater, Striated Pardalote, Paperbark Flycatcher, Yellow-tinted Honeyeater, Reed Warbler, Red-
tailed Black Cockatoo, Gray-crowned Babbler, Red-collared Lorikeet, Radjah Shelduck, Red-backed Fairywren, 
kites (Brahminy, Whistling, Black), White-bellied Sea Eagle, Northern Fantail, Barking Owl, Brown Quail, 
Cisticola and more.  

We’ll visit another location in the afternoon and cap off with sunset drinks at one of our favourite spots with 
panoramic views across wide savannahs to the Cockburn Ranges with possible large groupings of Brolgas and 
Australian Pelicans plus Black-necked Stork, Australian pratincole, Owlet Nightjar, parrots and birds of prey. 
After a hearty dinner at the station, we’ll gather around the fire and prep for tomorrow.  

 
Day 3, TUES June 9 (Included meals: B/L/D) 
 
Join us for the hot breakfast at 5.30am and an early start for today’s adventures. We’ll drive out to a large, 
remote naturalized dam via sweeping vistas of the Cockburn Ranges and endless expanses of marsh country 
like you’ve never seen – pure wilderness, and not another tourist in sight! The wetland (and drive) has a 
diverse and abundant range of birds and wildlife.  
 
Keep an eye out for:  
 
Baillon’s Crake; Comb-rested Jacana; Magpie Goose; Green Pygmy-goose; Purple Swamphen; Australasian 
Darter; Pink-eared Duck; Wandering Whistling Duck; Plumed Whistling Duck; Pacific Black Duck; Radjah 
Shelduck; Australasian Grebe; Whiskered Tern; Royal Spoonbill; Red-capped Plover; Masked Lapwing; Black-
fronted dotterel; Great and Little Egret; Pacific Heron; Brolga; finches (most likely: star, zebra, double-barred, 
long-tailed, masked); falcons; kites; Hobby; Kestrel; Little Eagle; Cuckoo Shrike; Fairy Martin; Cormorants; 
Spinifex and Crested pigeons; Diamond, Bar-shouldered and Peaceful Doves; Bustard; Pratincole; Pipit; Pied 
Stilt; White, Straw-necked or Glossy Ibis; plus, masses of butterflies, maybe a crocodile, and more! 
 
Later, we’ll take a short scenic drive to admire a parade of sunset colours on the Erskine Range.  
 
Keep an eye out for:  
 
Saltwater or freshwater crocodile, Barramundi, Jabiru (Black-necked Stork), Greater Egret, Pacific Heron, 
kingfishers, White-bellied Sea Eagle, and Brahminy kite! 
 
 
Day 4, WED June 10 (Included meals: B/L/D) 
 
Grab yourself a hot Billy tea while the landscape and its inhabitants come to life for another day. After a big hot 
breakfast, we’re off to the world-renowned, RAMSAR wetlands on Parry’s Creek where many different species 
of birds congregate to feed along a dynamic lagoon system.  
We’ll explore some local tracks and promising billabongs on our way to the Five Rivers Lookout for views of the 
five great rivers that flow into Cambridge Gulf and views over the original Wyndham town site – a port wedged 
on a thin strip of land alongside a tidal marsh. See red-flowering Kurrajongs and keep an eye out for one of the 
30cm high locals – the short-eared rock wallaby. Return to the station via the Prison Tree Boab. 
 
Just some of the species seen from the hide:  
 
Pied heron; Nankeen Night Heron; Pelican; Magpie Goose; Green Pygmy-goose; Comb-crested Jacana; 
Australasian Darter; Brolga; Black-necked Stork; Hoary-headed and Great Crested Grebe; Eurasian Coot; Purple 
Swamphen; Pacific Black Duck; Wandering and Plumed Whistling Duck; Hardhead duck; Radjah Shelduck; Pink-
eared Duck; Australasian Grebe; Pied Oyster Catcher; Whiskered Tern; Royal Spoonbill; Red-capped Plover; 
Sandpipers; Black-fronted dotterel; Great and Little Egret; Pacific Heron; Magpie Lark; Pied Butcherbird; Brown 
Falcon; Australian Hobby; Black and Whistling Kites; Nankeen Kestrel; airy Martin; Masked Lapwing; 
Cormorants (Pied, Little Pied, Little Black and Great); Pied Stilt; White, Straw-necked and Glossy Ibis; Rainbow 
Bee-eater; White-bellied Sea Eagle; Buff-banded Rail; Kingfisher; Osprey; Brahminy Kite; Crocodile! And more! 



 
Also today, keep an eye out for:  
 
Olive-backed Oriole; Black Breasted Kite; Collared Sparrowhawk; Spinifex and Crested pigeons; Diamond, Bar-
shouldered and Peaceful Doves; Cuckoo Shrike (Black-faced and White-bellied); Red-winged parrot; finches 
(likely: star, zebra, double-barred; possibly Gouldian); Blue-winged kookaburra; Pheasant Coucal; Woodswallow 
(Black-faced and White-breasted); Paperbark Flycatcher; Brown Quail; Varied Lorikeet; Australian Bustard; 
Singing Bushlark; Cisticola; and so many more! 
 
 
Day 5, THUR June 11 (Included meals: B/L/D) 
 
After breakfast, we head north to a secluded natural spring to wait for the arrival of several types of finches, 
the rare, Purple-crowned Fairy Wren, and see birds of prey in action. In the afternoon, we’ll try a spot of 
barramundi fishing at another great wildlife location. 
 

 
A young male Purple-crowned Fairy Wren, photographed during the 2025 tour by R.Dillon. 

 
Also today, keep an eye out for:  
Dingo; Euro Wallaroo; Antilopine Wallaroo; White-throated Honeyeater; Spinifex and Crested pigeons; 
Diamond, Bar-shouldered and Peaceful Doves; Cuckoo Shrike (Black-faced and White-bellied); Australian 
Bustard; Singing Bushlark; Black-necked Stork; Brolga; Black Shouldered or Letter-winged Kite; Red-backed 
Fairywren. 
 
 
Day 6, FRI June 12 (Included meals: B/L/D) 
Grab yourself a hot Billy tea at the fire while the landscape and its inhabitants come to life for another day. 
After breakfast we’ll scout along a lively, waterlily billabong flanked by big old paperbarks, and we’ll scan the 
ledges in search of White-quilled Rock Pigeons and Sandstone Shrikethrush.  
A short climb rewards with a small gallery of cave art before we set out on a longer walk in the area. 
In the evening, come dressed in “Kimberley colours” for a final night party with complimentary bubbles and 
nibbles to celebrate a week of new birds, new friends, exploring and discovery. 
 
 
Day 7, SAT June 13 (Included meals: B) 
Enjoy a relaxed morning wandering and photographing around the homestead until mid-morning when we 
leave the station to travel back to Kununurra. We’ll have lunch together, before delivering you to the airport or 
your hotel before 2pm. If possible, book a flight that departs after 3pm. Flights that leave slightly earlier may be 
accommodated – please check with us before booking an earlier flight. 



 
 
*This is an approximate itinerary, and the order of items may be adjusted. We’ll have a more definitive schedule once we have conducted a 
post-wet season survey of all sites to confirm normal bird activity.   

 

Helpful information 
If we get a forecast for a hot day, we’ll go out early, return to the station for lunch and go out again when it 
cools off.  
 
There is lots of bird activity around the homestead (even nesting at times) so from a comfy position under cool 
verandahs, you can enjoy some satisfying bird watching!  
 
 
Other things to see and do in Kununurra^ 
We recommend staying on in the area after our trip and partaking of some of what the town has to offer.  
 

• Triple J Boat tours offer a cruise down the Ord River from Lake Argyle (pickup and drop off from your 
hotel). Triple J is an established tour company providing lunch on some tours and helpful commentary 
as you cruise this mighty northern river. In 2025, tours started at $250pp (seniors discounts available) 
with half day, full day and sunset options. 

 

• An early morning walk in Celebrity tree park, adjacent to Lake Kununurra and the boat ramp is highly 
recommended. The park is visited by many bird species and has beautiful sunset views over water. 

 

• Mirima Gorge National Park is great in the late afternoon for cool walks and bird watching, with 
helpful signage about the unique flora and its cultural significance. It’s about a 20-minute walk from 
the centre of town (or an 8-minute Uber) to the start of the trail opposite the cemetery on Hidden 
Valley Rd. (A 40-minute walk from Kimberleyland Caravan Park.) 
 

• Warringarri Art Centre – book a tour at the centre to hear the stories of local indigenous artists and 
see their workshop. 

 
Kununurra accommodation near Lake Kununurra and Celebrity Tree Park^ 

• G’day Parks Kimberleyland has some cabins (mid to high price range) with lake frontage. 10 min walk 
to town. 

• Freshwater Apartments (upper end $) are across the road from the Lake and Celebrity Tree Park. 10 
min walk to town. 

• Kimberley Grande. (mid to upper end $) is across road from the lake and Celebrity Tree Park. 10 min 
walk to town. 

• The Cambridge is across road from the lake and Celebrity Tree Park. 5-minute walk to town. 

• Lily Lagoon Resort. Has lake frontage but is a 15 min walk to town and Celebrity Tree Park. Not 
recommended for single travellers as the walk home from town at night goes through bushland. 

• Discovery Lake Kununurra has cabins in the mid-range. Has lake frontage and is > 1KM walk to 
town/Celebrity Tree Park. 

 
Other hotels^ 
Hotel Kununurra. (budget end). 10 min walk to Lake/Celebrity Tree Park. 5 min to town. 
Kimberley Croc Motel. (mid-range) In town. Is a 10-minute walk to park and lake. 
Country Club. (mid to upper range) In town. Is a 15-minute walk to park and lake. 
 
^Information was accurate at time of writing 2025. 
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